News from the Hoodoos

Winter 2022

From the President

As we embark on 2022, it's apparent that the amazing research
is ongoing and will be for some time. The Colorado Springs
Parks & Recreation & Cultural Services is continuing to add to
the Corral Bluffs Open Space (CBOS) and is working with
Nor'wood to see what, if anything, can be done to protect
Jimmy Camp Creek Park (JCC). The acquisitions to be able to
connect the two areas is ongoing but the distance between is
getting smaller with each new acquisition. The issues with
development of Banning Lewis Ranch have shown that they are
already having major impacts on the hydrology of the area; the
slowing of the waters from the springs may be due to the
developments (even the ones as far north as the Woodmen
area homes). This will have an impact on the wildlife and on
the area fauna. Thankfully, CoBA has spent years working with
Colorado College, when Tass Kelso was there, providing the
college herbarium with samples of the flora, so that should help
with at least knowing what is being lost.
Continued page 4

News Flash
Nor’wood has recently released their draft
master plan for the development of the property
surrounding Corral Bluffs and Jimmy Camp.
Information about this and thoughts about
Corral Bluffs becoming a National Monument are
discussed in this Gazette article:
https://gazette.com/premium/would-corralbluffs-be-better-protected-as-a-nationalmonument/article_a4f22aea-6438-11ec-b4cd53d62ac093f8.html#disqus_thread
Come support us at Red Robin, 3770
Bloomington St (this location only) on February
24, from 4-8 PM. If you dine in let your
waitperson know you are there supporting
Corral Bluffs Alliance and 20% of your ticket will
be donated back to us. It won’t cost anything
extra, and you get to enjoy a nice meal. They are
offering credit for take-out orders also. If you
would be more comfortable ordering and taking
your food home, they will still give us credit. If
you messenger us on Facebook, we will send you
the details on how to do that.
Thanks from all of us at Corral Bluffs. We
appreciate you!
Save the date: Pikes Peak Gem, Mineral and
Jewelry show June 10-12 at Norris Penrose Event
center. Hosted by the Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society. More info at
www.PikesPeakGemShow.com

Join us for a Hike
Winter is a great time for a hike at Corral
Bluffs! We offer public hikes on the first
Saturday of each month, as well as specially
arranged hikes for groups of 6 or more. Our
typical hike takes visitors two miles up a
picturesque canyon to learn about the
newest discoveries by the Denver Museum
of Nature & Science paleontologists.
In 2021, CoBA hike leaders shared scenic
Corral Bluffs and Jimmy Camp with over 450
hikers, despite temporary closures due to
COVID and excessive summer heat.

Meet Our Hike Leaders
Paula Watkins
I retired from the city COS police department from a civilian
position. I’m basically 180 degrees out from my training. I’ve
always had a love of the outdoors camping and hiking. When I
was asked to help with CoBA I felt out of my comfort zone but
was up for the challenge. I found I have a gift of gab can keep the
guests interested and supply the occasional laugh. If I had known
I would have enjoyed what I’m doing for CoBA, my career would
have gone in a different direction. I feel like I found my calling, or
maybe my second calling. I was recently honored when a fellow
board member nominated me for a Colorado Association of
Science Teachers award, Friend of Science, and I was blown
away when I won. This same friend also got me very interested in
doing outdoor activity for the state of Colo with their park and
wildlife. I help at parks events and wildlife info gathering.

Please remember the following if you attend
a hike with us.
• Wear long pants (no exposed ankles)
and closed toe shoes
• Bring at least 1 liter of water
• Make sure you are physically able to
complete the hike. Our most popular
hike is 4 miles and 4 hours long.
There are no trails and the ground is
uneven and rocky.
• Sign up for a hike at
corralbluffs.org/take-a-hike

Ramblings from the Ranger

Top of the Morning,
My name is Mike Bowman On-site Ranger with the City of Colorado Springs at Corral
Bluffs for the TOPS division, though you can just say the Corral Bluffs Ranger…its easier
HA! I have been a park ranger for almost ten years in many different roles and regions
of the country. I have worked the vastly urban areas of New York City to one of the
most remote areas in the Continental USA in UTAH. About five years ago I was
stationed in Colorado and at that point I said I wasn’t going anywhere else, so in the
summer of 2018 I started working for the city and have been here ever since. You might
see me running and riding my bike around the area as I am an avid outdoorsman who
loves hunting, fishing, camping, among other things.
As Corral Bluffs is such a special area with many different challenges both now and in
the future, I am thrilled to have been given a chance to work out here. If you see me
out and about please say hello, I am always up for conversation.
See you Outside!!!
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Days of Yore:
Who was Jimmy, anyway?

Stones & Bones
2021 Denver Museum of Nature & Science
Update for Corral Bluffs

Historical records report of an Irish trader named
Jimmy Hayes, Jimmy Ryan, Jimmy Boyer, Jimmy
Daugherty, or Jimmy Dockerty as the first white
inhabitant of the future El Paso County.
What is known is that during the 1830’s Jimmy set
up camp to trade with the Native Americans in one
of the best and most used camp spots along the
Old Divide Trail. It was in a grass-filled valley with
abundant game next to a fresh spring that flowed
into Daugherty Creek. The spring became known as
Jimmy’s Spring, and in time the locals called the
camp Jimmy Camp. Because of this, historians
generally believe the trader was named Jimmy
Daugherty. During trading season, Jimmy set a
signal fire on a hilltop to notify all that he was “open
for business.”
What isn’t known is what became of Jimmy.
There are several accounts regarding what
eventually became of Jimmy. One story says he was
robbed and murdered by a group of eleven

•
•

40 days in the field at Corral Bluffs
55 new vertebrate fossil localities and 12
new plant fossil localities
•
3 scientific papers published in peer
reviewed journals
o 2 new species of turtles discovered
o In-depth description of the
mammal, Taeniolabis
•
The team was joined by collaborators from
the University of Wyoming, University of
Rhode Island, University of Michigan
•
A group of 40 geologists from the Rocky
Mountain Association of Geologists joined
Dr. Lyson for a tour of Corral Bluffs.
To read this report copy and paste the link:
2021 End of Year Update
https://sway.office.com/IPGPNHK0NLlhgCh9?ref=em
ail

Mexicans. Upon finding Jimmy dead, the Indians
tracked down the culprits and hung them by their
toes. Another says he was killed by Plains Indians. A
third notion is that he was shot to death by his
Mexican servant who took a bolt of calico cloth. Or
perhaps he froze to death? Or maybe “he took sick
and died.” Or finally, perhaps Jimmy skipped out on
his own, never to return.
Read this unpublished manuscript by American west
historian, F.W. Cragin, from the Pioneers Museums
collection, and you decide what the real story of Jimmy
Camp is. FW Cragin chapter 26
https://www.cspm.org/collections/manuscriptcollections/cragin-manuscript/
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Nature Notes
Spotlight on: Pronghorn, Antilocapra americana
Incorrectly called “pronghorn antelope,” the pronghorn is not really an antelope at all. They are named after their
short horns that point toward their tail with a small prong in the front. Males will usually lose the black sheath that
covers their bony horns after breeding season, but they do not shed their horns. Females also have small horns.
In the winter, pronghorns gather in large groups consisting of females, males and young. The females typically lead
the group, while the males bring up the rear, keeping an eye out for danger. They are the fastest runners in the
Western Hemisphere, reaching speeds up to 60 mph. Observers have noticed female pronghorns sharing care of
their calves, with 8 or more young being watched over by 1 or 2 adults.
They primarily eat sagebrush and they get most of the water they require from the plants they eat.
Pronghorns are often seen on the flat, grassy areas of Corral Bluffs and Jimmy Camp.

From the President

continued from page 1

As you may know, there is a feeling by some, that the reason that TOPS (Trails, Open Space, and Parks)
ordinance didn't pass last time was due to the east side of COS not supporting parks. Personally, I think
there were too many challenges in an election with other tax initiatives, and too many changes to the basic
framework that has worked for COS taxpayers in the past probably were contributing factors, too. There is
time for TOPS to be re-upped, and this is good news for Corral Bluffs Open Space (CBOS) and Jimmy Camp
Creek (JCC).
One major change is that the city council has now brought all of CBOS into the city limits with a major
annexation of the area. This brings it under COS police and fire protections. As those of us in the county
have figured out, the city is much quicker to respond to zoning violations, etc. This good for all considered.
Though there is word out that the city is looking to expand its tax base and might annex other areas of the
county.
The hikes on a regular monthly first Saturday of the month have started again. Paula has been able to
schedule some smaller groups by special arrangement, but this time of year its always an issue if there is
moisture or wind. So be sure to allow for these issues and always be respectful of the time it takes for our
volunteer hike leaders to take a group out. Call and make sure if your plans change to alert us of those
changes (even if it's last minute, as we will wait for you thus delaying the entire hiking group).
The fears that we can't get the landowner of the land directly above CBOS protected to save the viewscape
are probably going to come to fruition. The landowner is not budging when it comes to the price per acre
(asking $50,000/acre which is outside the normal for land currently and hopefully forever), so we may see
houses on the crest of the hill to the north of CBOS. Maybe the restrictions that Colorado Springs Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Services were able to get the county planning to put in place and the high cost of
land and building on those lots will prevent a viewscape issue for a few years.
As you may have seen on our website and Facebook page, the fund raisers are starting again. So, watch for
times when you can support CoBA's funding efforts by eating out. The mailing list will be informed of these,
too. If you aren't on our email list or, you know of someone who might enjoy keeping up with our News from
the Hoodoos, please contact us with your email and we'll add you to the list.
I close with a few of my pix of the sunsets and sunrises at CBOS....hope you have a chance to see these for
yourselves.
As always, have a wonderful Colorado day/year!!!
Jax Hilaire
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Above photos and rainbow on page 3 courtesy of Jax Hilaire
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Corral Bluffs Alliance Board of Directors
Jax Hilaire: President, Hike Leader
Bill Koerner: Vice President
Paula Watkins: Treasurer, Fund Raising,
Hike Leader
Rose DiCenso: Fund Raising, Hike Leader

Sharon Milito: Newsletter, Website, Hike
Leader
David Lumb
Ellie Rosenberg
Cristine Watkins

Contact Us: www.corralbluffs.org
The following groups and organizations have spent
extended time at Corral Bluffs
Denver Museum of Nature & Science
Smithsonian Institution
Colorado College
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Colorado Natural Areas Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Aiken Audubon Society
Mile High Bug Club
Colorado Native Plant Society
Colorado Mycological Society
University of New Hampshire Earth Sciences

info@corralbluffs.org
Corral Bluffs is a Leave No Trace
site. All board members support
the seven stewardship principals of
Leave No Trace
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Plan Ahead & Prepare
Travel on Durable Surfaces.
Dispose of Waste Propertly
Leave What You Find
Minimize Campfire Impacts
Respect Wildlife
Be Considerate of Others
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